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CAS RULING ON ISA, WHAT DOES
IT MEAN FOR IDBF?

The Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) recently
awarded the governance of stand-up paddling to the
International Surfing Association (ISA) at an
Olympic Level. 
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MESSAGE FROM MIKE 

This year has been the most difficult year for sport,
never in my lifetime have I not been able to
participate or even watch live sport. It remains a
huge disappointment that the Championships was
forced to be cancelled due to Covid-19.
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FACEBOOK LIVE STREAM SUCCESS

The Macau International Dragon Boat Race was
recently live streamed on IDBF's Facebook page,
bringing the spirit of dragon boat racing into the
homes of tens of thousands of paddlers across the
world who have been impacted by the pandemic.
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PROFILE - IDBF RACE OFFICIALS

We asked some of our IDBF Race Officials from
around the world to tell us how they got into dragon
boating and what motivated them to became officials.  
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Cover photo: The 2020 Macau International Dragon Boat Races live streamed via IDBF Facebook in June. Credit: MIDBR.
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IDBF YOUTH COMMISSION 

The IDBF Youth Commission recently reconvened
under the new leadership of IDBF Vice President
Matt Smith as interim acting Chair.
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UTS VIRTUAL YOUTH FESTIVAL

The Covid-19 pandemic has given life to the United
Through Sports (UTS) Virtual Youth Festival 2020. 
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Hallie first came into contact with the IDBF as a young interpreter and worked closely with Mike MacKeddie-
Haslam during his many visits to China. In her short life of 38 years, she has been a real supporter of the IDBF
and arranged cultural and shopping trips for many Race Officials during Championships in China.

This charming, happy and helpful person who always seemed to smile will be sadly missed. Our sincere
condolences to her family, friends and colleagues.

Copyright 2020. Longzhou is the official newsletter of IDBF and is produced by the IDBF Marketing and Media

Commission. Articles cannot be reproduced without prior written consent. 

GOT NEWS OR UPDATES YOU WANT TO SHARE?
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OBITUARY - HALLIE YIN

It is with great sadness we have to inform the dragon boat community that Hallie Yin
passed away on 31st July 2020 in her home city of Chengdu. She had been fighting
cancer for a number of years but eventually lost her fight for life.

Her most recent job was Director of Foreign Trading Department at Shanghai
Peisheng Boat Company and previously she had also worked for Champion Dragon
Boats.

Hallie helped to organise the supply of boats for many of the IDBF World
Championships working tirelessly to obtain the best deals for organising committees.
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MESSAGE FROM MIKE

Even today in the UK I can go for a sail, paddle a canoe in a small group but not get together with others in a
dragon boat. As the lockdown is eased in many countries around the world let us all hope that we can all soon
return to enjoying the sport of dragon boat racing that we love. Many of our member countries have
published guides on the topic of returning to paddling which consider the need for social distancing when
launching and paddling.  The IDBF Paradragon Commission have also issued guidance on the additional
measures to consider for athletes with an impairment. These helpful guides are published on our website and
have also been distributed in IDBF news.

Next year the IDBF will celebrate its 30th Anniversary in Hong Kong, the location for the 15th World Nations
Championship. Hong Kong will always be very a special place in the history of dragon boating as the
birthplace of the modern sport of dragon boat racing in 1976 and where the IDBF was formed in June 1991.
The IDBF is planning to arrange a number of special activities before and during this Championship so we can
all celebrate together our 30th Anniversary. 

One of the many strengths of the IDBF is to bring together thousands of people from different cultures and
backgrounds to enjoy sport in peaceful and harmonious competition. The IDBF has therefore pledged its
commitment to the United Nations Alliance of Civilisation’s (UNAOC) One Humanity campaign. UNAOC’s
mission is to advance understanding, cooperation and dialogue among nations and peoples across all cultures,
as well as to promote diversity and peaceful and inclusive societies.

During this time when we are all missing sport, we should remember the power of sport in the words of
Nelson Mandela:

          “ Sport has the power to change the world. 
It has the power to inspire. 
It has the power to unite people in a way that little else does. 
It speaks to youth in a language they understand. 
Sport can create hope where once there was only despair. ”

Let us hope that soon we will all be back together on the water enjoying and sharing our sport in peace and
unity whilst preparing for our Regional or National Championship or working to be part of your National
Team for the next IDBF Championship in Hong Kong during November 2021.

Please keep safe whilst we struggle to combat Covid-19.

I sincerely trust that this message finds you, your family, friends and colleagues all in
good health. This year has been the most difficult year for sport, never in my lifetime
have I not previously been able to participate or even watch live competitive sport.

This month would have seen the largest ever Club Crew Championship where a
record number of teams had planned to meet from Monday 24th to Sunday 30th
August and challenge for the various titles at the 12th IDBF Club Crew World Dragon
Boat Racing Championships. It remains a huge disappointment that the
Championships was forced to be cancelled due to Covid-19.

   Mike Thomas
      President IDBF

https://www.dragonboat.sport/docs


The Macau International Dragon Boat Races celebrated its 20th year on 25 June 2020. Co-organised by the
Macau China Dragon Boat Association and the Macau Sports Bureau since 2000, the event was live streamed
over two days on IDBF's Facebook page with the aim of bringing the spirit of dragon boat racing into the
homes of tens of thousands of paddlers across the world who have been impacted by the pandemic. 

With international teams unable to compete and local government restrictions on crowd control, the
event still received strong local support with 108 teams and over 2,000 athletes paddling for top
accolades. Supporters and spectators in the grandstands reached 2,000 during the event. 

MACAU INTERNATIONAL DRAGON
BOAT RACES - LIVE STREAM SUCCESS

205,658
People reached

36,867
Engagements

5,571
Reactions, shares, comments

39,818
Minutes viewed
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Develop the Junior and U24 categories
Increase the number of nations participating in world championships
Provide input on the selection of championships venues
Assist nations in the development of their youth programs, and
Increase their communications network.

Mary Weaver (AUS) 
Wendi Zhou (CAN)
Kong Qingtao (CHN)
Lilla Baravics (HUN)
Fabrizio Messina (ITA)
Brandon Lee (TTO)
Patrick Cosgrove (UK)
Nathan Salazar (USA)

The IDBF Youth Commission recently reconvened under the new leadership of IDBF Vice President Matt
Smith as interim acting Chair. The Commission is supported by IDBF Executive Assistant - Victoria Chang.

The goals of the Youth Commission are to:

Members of the Youth Commission includes:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

The Covid-19 pandemic has given life to the United Through Sports (UTS)
Virtual Youth Festival 2020, that goes far beyond a temporary solution to
the cancellation of sport events. It is a positive opportunity to move
forward and bring us all back together. The unique Virtual Youth Festival
will be held and broadcast online, bringing Olympic and non-Olympic
sports together. 
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IDBF NEWS

YOUTH COMMISSION RECONVENES

INTERNATIONAL SPORT NEWS

UTS LAUNCHES THE INTERNATIONAL
VIRTUAL YOUTH FESTIVAL

Over 60 organisations have joined forces to unite on the digital platform where qualification events will take
place between August to the end of October. The finals will be hosted in Thailand and held as a hybrid event
around the world in celebration of the United Nations’ World Children’s day, on November 20-22.

The festival will include virtual medal ceremonies, inspirational opening and closing ceremonies and will
incorporate a vital platform of education by including; webinars, an opening conference, panel discussions
and workshops. Topics of focus will include: Peace through sport, Inclusion and non-discrimination, Athletes’
roles and responsibilities, Safeguarding and child protection among others. Over 100 youth ambassadors,
together with the leaders of sport and all participating entities will make a unified call to action towards a
better tomorrow. More information: https://unitedthroughsports.com/2020/08/17/uts-launches-the-virtual-
youth-festival-2020/

https://unitedthroughsports.com/2020/08/17/uts-launches-the-virtual-youth-festival-2020/


The media release dated the 6th August has the following title: “The Court of Arbitration For Sport (CAS)
decides that the International Surfing Association shall be the international federation governing and
administrating the sport of Stand-up Paddleboard at Olympic Level.”

The decision by CAS follows a long-running dispute between the ISA and ICF over the governance of SUP and
the failure to resolve the dispute by their own means.

ISA President, Fernando Aguerre said:

"At the end of this long and difficult paddle, we are both relieved and gratified by this important decision by 
CAS.  In confirming the ISA's governance of SUP at the Olympic level, CAS has validated our years of passion, 
commitment and leadership - from our world champions, to our officials, organizers and member federations.”

The ICF started SUP six years after the ISA held their first World Championship. It is similar to our own issues
with the ICF who held their first dragon boat championships for clubs in 2005, a decade after our first World
Championship in 1995.

The CAS decision does however allow the ICF to continue to run SUP events and Championships and the ICF
website states:

 “The Court of Arbitration for Sport (CAS) has cleared the way for the International Canoe Federation
 (ICF) to run Stand Up Paddling events at national, international and world levels.”

CAS also provided an advisory opinion to the ICF in 2008 following the acceptance of the IDBF as a member
of Global Association of International Sport Federations (GAISF). This extract of the opinion in paragraph 26
states:

“So by becoming a member of the GAISF the IDBF was recognized to be the only federation governing its
 sport on a world level. Anyway it is not evident that such membership gives the IDBF some sort of 
exclusivity to run dragon boat races.”

This issue that no organisation has the exclusive right to organise events and championships in their own
sports is at the heart of our dispute with the ICF. It appears that the ICF will now continue to organise World
Championships in both SUP and dragon boating. Certainly, the wrongful ICF claims to be the world leader in
our sport, creates major issues in countries like the Philippines where the once world record holders at 200m
are prevented from competing due to the actions of the ICF. 
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INTERNATIONAL SPORT NEWS

In the long dispute between the
International Surfing Association (ISA) and
the International Canoe Federation (ICF)
concerning the governance of Stand Up
Paddleboard (SUP), the Court of
Arbitration for Sport (CAS) had
announced its decision in a media release.
The full document listing all the
arguments has not yet been published.

CAS RULING ON ISA, WHAT DOES IT
MEAN FOR IDBF?
B Y  M I K E  T H O M A S
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PROFILE - RACE OFFICIALS

How did you first get into dragon boating?

In 1999 I took my Girl Guides on a taster day at a local dragonboat club. It
was fun and my husband joined the club and paddled with them. A few
months later I went to watch him paddle at the BDA National Championships
with our daughter. When we arrived I was asked to join the Mixed team as
they were a female paddler short and our daughter was asked to drum- we
won three gold medals -so we all joined the club!

UNITED KINGDOM
J O A N N E  G R I F F I T H S  M B E

How long have you been an IDBF Race Official for? 

I took my grade one exam at 7am in Sabaudia 2008. I was the GB Under 18s Manager and it was just
before the Juniors had their first race of the day!

What motivated you to become an IDBF Race Official?

I’ve always loved organising and was a BDA Official from 2005. I was GB Under 18’s Manager from 2004
to 2008 and decided that I wanted to carry on with international events. I enjoy being part of a team and
being an IDBF official is more than a team; it’s one big, diverse family which I love.

What is your favourite race official role and why?

I enjoy the Race Secretariat part of officiating. It’s very fast moving and even though you may never watch a
race you know the role is vitally important for a smooth running event.

Do you still paddle? 

I’ve not paddled since my open heart surgery in 2011.

Can you tell us one fun fact about yourself?

I have a habit of spraining my ankle when I play on a bouncy castle - three times so far so I have now retired
from jumping on bouncy castles!

Three words to describe your officiating experience at IDBF championships.

Challenging, rewarding, heartwarming.

Any advice for aspiring officials? 

No matter what part you play in whatever role - everyone is a vital cog in the wheel to make a successful
championship. We are a big family who are the most welcoming group of people I know. We have so
much fun which is a great reward for all the hard work we do.

We asked some of our IDBF Race Officials from around the world to tell us how they got into dragon boating

and what motivated them to became officials.  
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How did you first get into dragon boating?

I was travelling with a group of people in 1987 playing volleyball in China in
various cities. One of them asked if I wanted to paddle on her dragon boat
team (I had no idea what dragon boating was). So I joined her team in 1988
with just four practices. This was in Vancouver, BC, Canada using teak boats
from Hong Kong and racing 640m. I still remember my first race, I had to
stop during the race because I was winded and needed to catch my breath! 

CANADA

PROFILE - RACE OFFICIALS

G R E G  L A M B

If you can paddle, even with a recreational or novice dragon boat team, try it, it will help you be a better
race official because you can understand and experience it from the paddler’s perspective. 
Learn as much as you can from other experienced race officials, ask questions, observe.
Try different race officiating roles, don’t get comfortable in one role, learn them all. 
Have fun!

How long have you been an IDBF Race Official for? 

When I decided that I wanted to become an IDBF Race Official, I showed up at the Nation’s Cup in
Prague, CZ in 2009. I paid my own way and accommodations and Bryan Hartley conducted the IDBF race
officials course. I wrote the exam and did the oral exam and passed. I have been an active IDBF Race
Official since then.

What motivated you to become an IDBF Race Official?

I was the Race Director for the Canadian International Dragon Boat Festival in Vancouver and wanted our
event to have the best race officials. So I became an IDBF Race Official to learn as much as I could about
international level race officiating and bring that knowledge back home to train local officials. After I
became an IDBF Race Official, other local officials also wanted to get involved and I have since helped
them get there.

What is your favourite race official role and why?

My favourite race official role is Water Umpire because I can relate to the paddlers and racing. You have to
think like a paddler and anticipate what is going to happen before it happens. You have to make quick
decisions as a Water Umpire and always be on your toes.

Do you still paddle? 

I have paddled every year since 1988 until 2019 when I finally took a year off. I find training and travelling to
international destinations so rewarding, that’s what I really love about dragon boating! Let's hope the Covid
situation improves so we can get back to the sport we love. 

Can you tell us one fun fact about yourself?

My nickname is ‘Grumpy Greg’.

Three words to describe your officiating experience at IDBF championships.

Learning, rewarding, friendships.

Any advice for aspiring officials? 
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How long have you been an IDBF Race Official for? 

Since 2000. I have officiated at 11 x Worlds and 13 x European Championships. In 2013 I was asked to take up
the role as the Anti-Doping race official. The IDBF is working closely with the World Anti-Doping Agency
(WADA) to ensure our federation is in compliance with WADA and that all our athletes have fair sport. The
role is challenging but very interesting. My very first experience of being a race official was on a day I didn't
have to race at the 1997 Worlds in Hong Kong. I was a time keeper 'under the wing of' (with) Dave Cogswell.

What motivated you to become an IDBF Race Official?

To get a better understanding of the sport; the family/friendly atmosphere among race officials; the
chance to speak English (at work I speak German); and a new challenge after giving up the inaugural
presidency of the SDBF.

What is your favourite race official role and why?

I don't have an absolute favourite role. It's nice to meet and mix with the athletes, so Boat Marshalling, Race
Administration and Protocol (medal ceremonies) are good for this. As I am more and more involved in the
Anti-Doping work, Race Administration or Protocol make a good combination. With Protocol it's nice to see
the enjoyment and pride the athletes have when receiving a medal.

Do you still paddle? 

Yes. Hanover in Germany every year up to this year and some long distance. I still organise and compete in a
fun race with a team from my hospital since 2000. My last World Championships was in Hong Kong 2012 and
the Europeans in Divonne 2015.

Can you tell us one fun fact about yourself?

I'm an identical twin. When holidaying together (on a ranch in USA where my sister is well known and in the
Maldives where I am well known) we have fun confusing people.

Three words to describe your officiating experience at IDBF championships.

Family feeling, team work, never boring.

Any advice for aspiring officials? 

It's good to see what work goes on 'behind the scenes'; be prepared for mostly long days; need to be a
team player; be prepared to travel outside of immediate area/continent; great way to visit different places
in the world and combine with a holiday; satisfying feeling when you realise the Race Official team has
completed 139 races in one day and 358 races over 5 days!

How did you first get into dragon boating?

Through my fitness center in 1994. A fun regatta in Basel, Switzerland. The
organisers of the fun event asked me to join the club and be part of their
mixed team for the 1994 Europeans in Berlin. Went along and came back
champions of (then) 250m and 500m Mixed. So why not carry on? I have
competed in 5 x World and 11 x European Championships.

SWITZERLAND

PROFILE - RACE OFFICIALS

B R I D G E T  W A L T E R
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How did you first get into dragon boating?

I got into dragon boating in 1991 before I was conscripted into the Army. I
was actually into football (in some parts of the world, better known as soccer).
I was a National Youth football athlete but I tore the meniscus in my right
knee which derailed my football career. I then switched to canoeing as an
alternative as it was mentally and physically difficult to run or swim then.
Canoeing allows me to train/compete aggressively without direct impact on
the hurt knee. 

SINGAPORE

PROFILE - RACE OFFICIALS

R A I Z A L  J A L I L

Eventually I got into dragon boating as I liked the team camaraderie and spirit that was the essential part
of it. Another reason was the girl I was chasing at that time was also into dragon boating. Dragon Boat was
one of the few sports at that time where a boy and girl can train (and spend quality time) together! Dragon
Boating helped me to heal both mentally and physically, enabling me to overcome my injury. The
resilience I was able to build helped my military career a lot later on.

How long have you been an IDBF Race Official for? 

Since 2010 (10 years).

What motivated you to become an IDBF Race Official?

In Southeast Asia, many countries have long standing traditions in long boat or war canoes. All these came
together as Traditional Boat Racing (TBR) which was competed in the Southeast Asian Games (SEAG).
Curiously, TBR is similar in form and shape to the dragon boat. For cultural and historical reasons, it was
not referred to as such. For obvious SEAG reasons, Singapore subscribed to TBR Competition Regulations
and Rules of Racing (CR&RR) which was different from IDBF’s own. In 2000, I was invited to join the
Singapore Dragon Boat Association management committee. One of my first tasks was to review and
aligned our CR&RR with that of IDBF. It was also a natural pathway for me. I did it all – athlete, steering,
coaching and team management. I found it natural to eventually getting into race officiating as I gain
better understanding of the CR&RR.

What is your favourite race official role and why?

I do not have a favourite role per se. I enjoyed the Race Umpire role as it challenges your technical knowledge
and decision making process as a race is happening. You have to depend on your knowledge of the CR&RR
and how best to apply them at that particular moment in time.

Do you still paddle? 

Once in a while, I do paddle but at the social level. Am not paddling competitively at the moment.

Can you tell us one fun fact about yourself?

I build scale model military aeroplanes and warships.

Three words to describe your officiating experience at IDBF championships

Fulfilling, enriching and tiring.

Any advice for aspiring officials? 

It is okay not to know every CR&RR. What is important is to ask your co-officials, especially the
department heads, if you do not. Treat people (athletes, officials, etc.) with respect and you will earn it
back.
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